GLADSTONE                        ig
which made him, stiff Churchman as he was, the
liberator of ungrateful Nonconformity, which in-
duced him to lay his hands on the establishment
in Ireland and on the establishment in Wales, to
bring down his Government of 1868 in an en-
deavour to set up a Catholic University in Ireland,
and to stand forth everywhere as the defender of
religious freedom. The band of Oxford dons in
the Oriel Common Room, had they been blessed
with powers of prophecy, would have pushed
aside in horror this Greek arriving with his gifts.
During the ten years of Whig ascendancy his
heart was more in Oxford than in Westminster,
and in 1838 he published his first book, The
Chinch Considered in its Relations with the State, the
book that led Macaulay to describe the author
as the " last hope of the stem unbending Tories w
and to enquire mockingly, "Why not roast
Dissenters in front of slow fires ? " This book
is interesting as another proof of the author's
willingness to " go all lengths/* even to suggesting
that the Church of England is alone the repository
of truth and should force everyone into its mould.
We must remember this first work, which was to
lead to the author's first resignation.
The time not given to the Oxford Movement
was devoted to courtship and marriage. In the
winter of 1838 Gladstone had " arrived at an
understanding*9 in Sicily with Miss Catherine
Glynne, and on July 25th, 1839, the marriage
took place at Hawarden, the property of the